210                   PREPARATIONS  FOR WAR

"If the opinion of your Adjutant-General is
to be deemed correct, I have no hesitation in de-
claring that the army upon the coast, notwith-
standing its high state of discipline, and the ac-
knowledged gallantry, activity, and skill of its
officers, must be considered as an useless burden
upon the finances of the Company, being, from its
constitution, wholly unserviceable  in the emer-
gency of that species of war which it must ever
expect to encounter, until the character of the
enemy, and the nature of his force, shall be en-
tirely changed.   It cannot be doubted,  that if
Tippoo,   in   consequence   of  his  alliance  with
France, had received the aid of one or two regi-
ments, either from the Mauritius or from France,
he would immediately have attempted an irruption
into the Carnatic with the whole force of his
cavalry, which, although diminished, is still con-
siderable.    In such  an  event, if the Adjutant-
General'^ opinion be correct, your army could
have opposed no obstacle to   the   progress of
Tippoo for many months.   The state of Tippoo's
preparations is supposed to be such as to enable
him to move with facility and celerity, even for
the purposes of offence, while the condition of our
protecting force is represented by the Adjutant-
General to be such as will not admit of its moving
even for   the   purposes of defence   before   the
commencement of the  ensuing year.    The ac-
knowledged talents and experience of your Ad-